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Government of Madhya Pradesh has starled one of the most practical welfare scheme for
gifl child called “Ladli Laxmi Yojna" from April 2007, The scheme is launched with a multilevel
objective to reduce female foeticidefinfanticide, to promote girl's education and improve her heaith
status and also to increase the birth ratio among boys. The scheme is also focused o reduce the
incidence of early and under age marriage of girls in the state. The Ladli Laxmi Scheme was
intended to cvercome the most prominent problems of the society and provide the much needed
space to girl child for holistic growth.

To check if a scheme is practical and is also meeting the objective originally intended, the
best thing that can be done is to get an impact evaluation study done. To evaluate the impact of the
scheme, an my reguest Care-Madhya Pradesh has conducted a comprehensive field study. The
study was carried oul with due support from the Community Development Centers of Seoni
(Balaght) and Wamen & Child Development Depariment of Seoni District.

Under thiz study Care-Madhya Pradesh and other associated organizations/ agencies
contacted with 62 beneficiaries of the said scheme and conducted in-depth interview of 52 elected
representatives of PRIs and 10 government representatives involved in the implemeantation of the
scheme, The impact study of the scheme clearly indicates the extent of reach of this scheme to the
beneficiaries, PRIs and other service providers. There is a clear aftitudinal change towards the girl
child in the family.

| hope the study conducted in Seoni district will help to assess the access and will provide
necessary information about the scheme. Similar impact evaluation can be repeated in other
districts as well,

| would like to express my sincere thanks to Ms. Meenu Bhargava, Program Officer
and Ms. Pratibha Sharma, state representative Care Madhya Pradesh and all other
assoclated organizationsl/agencies for conducting the impact study in Seoni district.

In view ta the results of impact assessment, it would be needed to continue such schema for

longer time to benefit the girl child in the family, @10

(P. Narahari)
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